Introduced by Council Member Dennis and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Brosche, Crescimbeni, Boyer, Ferraro, Carter, Becton, Wilson, Hazouri, Love, Bowman, R. Gaffney, Morgan, 

K. Brown, and R. Brown:
RESOLUTION 2016-496
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING BETH FLEET FOR HER OUTSTANDING, DEDICATED ELEVEN YEARS’ SERVICE IN THE SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS OFFICE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
elections are at the core of a democratic system of government; electing leaders to govern our communities, city and country is of paramount importance to both voters and candidates that run for public office; and

WHEREAS,
instilling trust and confidence in the voting process itself is of vital importance for fair elections; for almost eleven years, Beth Fleet inspired, encouraged and educated countless citizens, would-be candidates and incumbent elected officials who sought to qualify and run for public office;  and

WHEREAS,
election laws are intricate; they are mired in layers of ethical, procedural, financial and regulatory ground rules to insure the fairness and integrity of the political race and an election’s result at the polling place on election night; candidates have to be educated so as to avoid any appearance of improprieties; Beth Fleet’s considerable experience was pivotal  at this juncture in the process; she knew the crucial importance of factors such as filing deadlines, reporting procedures, financial reports; she was always keenly adept in election law, and she successfully briefed and educated candidates;  and
WHEREAS,
since her first election as Candidate Director, in the October 4, 2005 Atlantic Beach election, Beth Fleet has worked on 35 elections and has worked with 398 candidates throughout those elections; and  
WHEREAS,
as the Ethics Officer of the Supervisor of Elections, Beth Fleet ran the proverbial “tight ship;” she was always available to help in any way to ensure a smooth and effective election process; the call center on election night was an efficient operation and of enormous assistance to voters; after the votes were counted, Beth Fleet made sure that election equipment in polling places throughout the County was returned to the Supervisor of Elections office; and

WHEREAS,
throughout her tenure in the Supervisor of Elections Office, Beth Fleet had the confidence of her co-workers; Ms. Fleet always availed herself to work shoulder to shoulder with the staff; she treated everyone with respect and sought to inspire, encourage and lead; and
WHEREAS,
Beth Fleet now departs to take her remarkable skills and exemplary work ethics to the Clerk of the Courts
; she will be sorely missed at the Supervisor of Elections Office; we wish her all the best as she embarks on her new endeavors;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Beth Fleet for her outstanding, dedicated service in the Supervisor of Elections Office and extends its best wishes for her in the days ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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